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The City of Lawton is the fifth largest city in
Oklahoma. Founded in 1901, Lawton is the county
seat of Comanche County, located in Southwest
Oklahoma.

Lawton is located approximately 90 south of
Oklahoma City and 190 miles north of Dallas. Fort
Sill, home of the Fire’s Center of Excellence, is on
the City’s north side and is within the city limits.

Comanche County is home to more than 122,000
residents and includes smaller cities including
Cache, Chattanooga, Elgin, Faxon, Fletcher,
Geronimo, Indiahoma, Medicine Park and Sterling.
Lawton accounts for 94,000 of the countywide
residents.

To the northwest of Lawton is located the Wichita
Mountains National Wildlife Refuge which is known
for its large herds of Buffalo and Longhorn cattle.
One of the most prominent features of the Wichita’s
is Mount Scott, approximately 2,464 feet tall.
Another attraction to the Wichita’s is the holy City of
the Wichita’s, home of the longest running Easter
Pageant.

The Community

The mean temperature for the Lawton area is 61.5
degrees, The percentage of sunshine in Lawton
ranges from an average of about 60 percent in the
winter to almost 80 percent in the summer,
providing for a long growing season of 215 days.
The July high is around 95 degrees with average
years reaching above 100 degrees for a number of
days. The winter months are mild with an average
low of 27 degrees. Annual participation ranges
across the county from 30 inches to 33 inches.
Annual snowfall averages 3.6 inches while the
average U.S. city gets 26 inches of snow per year.

Lawton remains a low cost-of-living city relative to
both the nation and Oklahoma. Overall living costs
are about 12 percent below the U.S. city average
and slightly below both Oklahoma City and Tulsa.
Housing, utilities and groceries provide a very
affordable cost of living in Lawton.
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MISSION STATEMENT
Providing efficient, effective and responsive services. Promoting a quality of life based

on harmony and cooperation
Creating leadership and opportunity for Southwest Oklahoma.

Lawton is also home to Cameron University,

which is the largest university in southwest

Oklahoma and offers associate,

baccalaureate and master’s degrees in more

than 50 programs. Platt College, Great

Plains Technology Center and Comanche

Nation College provide additional

opportunities.

The Community, continued
Recreation can be found at the City’s many parks, lakes, museums and festivals. Museums

include the Fort Sill National Historic Museums, Comanche National Museum and Cultural

Center, museum of the Great Plains and the U.S. Field Artillery Museum. Lawton’s many

other cultural oriented organizations include the Lawton Community Theatre, Southwest

Oklahoma Dance Alliance, Lawton Philharmonic Orchestra and the Lawton City Ballet. The

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge consists of 59,000 acres of natural grasslands with over

22,000 acres open to the public, providing many opportunities for water sports, hunting,

hiking, sailing, fishing and camping. Lawton hosts many popular annual events including the

Arts for All Festival in May, Juneteenth Celebration, International Festival in September and

the Armed Forces Parade

The Lawton Public School District is a 5A/6A district that serves over 15,500 students with

one Pre-K school, seventeen elementary schools, four middle schools, one alternative school

and three high schools. Lawton also offers to privately operated schools; Lawton Christian

School and Trinity Baptist Academy.
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The Finance Department is vital to the operations of the

City and has a combined staff of 31 between Financial

Services and Utility Services. The Finance Department is

currently working with other departments on the

implementation of a new financial software system.

The Finance Director directly supervises Budgeting and Accounting Supervisor, Securities

Disclosure Coordinator, Budget and Compliance Supervisor and the Utilities Services

Supervisor. Responsibilities include interviewing, hiring and training employees; planning,

assigning and directing work; and addressing complaints and resolving problems. The

Finance Director is the City’s encumbering officer and is responsible for municipal

investments, appropriations and expenditures. The Finance Director plays an integral role in

the development and administration of the City’s annual budget. Out of the $90 million

budget for FY 2020-2021, $61 million was for personnel.

City Organization
The City of Lawton is a council-manager for of

government. The City Council is comprised of one mayor,

eight ward representatives and a Fort Sill liaison. The

Mayor and all eight Council members are elected and

serve 3-year terms. The Council approves all ordinances,

resolutions and contracts including but not limited to

property sales, acquisitions and leases, as well as major

purchases of materials, equipment and services by the

City. The Council is responsible for approval of the annual

operating budget as well. The City Council appoints the

positions of City Manager, City Clerk, City Attorney and

Municipal Judge.

The City of Lawton is comprised of 16 major departments

and more than 40 divisions.

Finance Director

Finance Department

Ideal Candidate
The City of Lawton seeks an honest, ethical, highly dedicated and hard-working municipal

professional who is also an innovative leader and has a passion for public service. The ideal

candidate will possess knowledge of programming requirements for municipal financial

systems and experience with spreadsheet software. Excellent verbal and written

communication skills are a necessary as are organizational abilities. Knowledge of modern

office practices, procedures and equipment is vital for the successful candidate. The chosen

candidate will be committed to transparency, community engagement, responsiveness and

exceptional customer service. An approachable people-person personality and calm

demeanor, along with building trust throughout the organization; at all levels.
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Education and Experience
The selected candidate must hold a

bachelor’s degree in finance, accounting

or a closely related field; six to seven

years of progressively complex and

related work experience with three years

of supervisory and managerial experience;

municipal accounting experience is

preferred. Certification as a CPA, CPFO

and/or CTP is strongly desired.

Compensation and Benefits
The starting salary range for this position is $85,000 to $110,000 depending on qualifications

and experience. The City provides a full range of benefits including health, dental and vision

insurance; a 401k retirement plan; City paid life insurance with employee option of adding;

paid vacation and sick leave; 13 holidays with 8 fixed holidays and 5 flex. Reasonable

relocation expense reimbursement is available.

Application Process
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Please apply online at:

https://www.lawtonok.gov/departments/human-resources/jobs

For more information on this position contact:

Craig Akard, Employee Development Coordinator

cakard@lawtonok.gov

580-581-3562

This position is open until filled.

The City of Lawton is an Equal Opportunity Employer and

values diversity in the workplace. Selected applicant will be

subject to drug and alcohol screening as well as a

comprehensive background check.

https://www.lawtonok.gov/departments/human-resources/jobs
mailto:cakard@lawtonok.gov

