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MINUTES 

CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Minutes of the City Planning Commission meeting held November 16, 2017 in the City 

Council Auditorium, City Hall, 212 SW 9th Street, Lawton, Oklahoma. 

 

The agenda for the meeting was posted on the bulletin board in City Hall in compliance 

with the Oklahoma Open Meeting Act. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by Chairman Pat Henry. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Pat Henry 

    Neil Springborn 

        Dave Davison   

    John Jones* 

    David Denham  

    Charles Hargrove 

    Ron Jarvis 

    Deborah Jones* 

                      

MEMBERS ABSENT: Charlotte Perkins (excused) 

            

ALSO PRESENT:  Richard Rogalski, Secretary 

    Steven Greb, Assistant City Attorney 

    John C. Mackey, Legal Counsel 

    Debbie Dollarhite, Assistant Secretary 

    Tammy Huffman, Recording Secretary 

 

*Deborah Jones entered the meeting at 1:31 p.m.  

*John Jones entered the meeting at 1:32 p.m.             

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 24, AND SEPTEMBER 14, 2017, 

MEETINGS. 

 

MOTION by Jarvis, SECOND by Denham, to approve the minutes of the August 

24, and September 14, 2017, meetings.  AYES:  Jarvis, Hargrove, Henry, Davison, 

Denham, Springborn. NAYS:  NONE.  MOTION CARRIED 6 – 0.       
 

TEXHOMA ADDITION, A REPLAT OF A PORTION OF BLOCK 2, ERWIN ACRES 

Record Plat 

 

Texhoma Addition, a replat of a portion of Block 2, Erwin Acres Addition, is located 

south of NW Cache Road, one block west of NW Sheridan Road. This replat consists of 3 

lots which are currently zoned C-5, General Commercial District. The developer is 

Texhoma Properties, LLC, and the consulting engineer is Landmark Engineering.   
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There are no public improvements required for this replat.  

 

Staff has reviewed the replat and recommends approval subject to the following 

conditions: 

 

1. Revise the title of the replat so that it reads ‘Texhoma Addition, a replat of a 

portion of Block 2, Erwin Acres Addition’. 

2. Provide a location map. 

3. Show and dimension the existing right-of-way for all of the streets shown on the 

replat. 

4. Show the location and of any section corners and permanent survey monuments. 

5. Relocate the word ATTEST to be shown above the secretary’s signature instead 

of the chairman’s signature in the City Planning Commission Approval block. 

6. Provide a copy of the restrictive covenants referenced in the dedication or remove 

the  

reference. 

7. Provide a legend that shows the monuments and permanent markers.  
 

MOTION by Jarvis, SECOND by Davison, to approve the record plat for Texhoma 

Addition, a replat of a portion of Block 2, Erwin Acres Addition, subject to the 

conditions listed.  AYES:  Henry, Davison, D. Jones, J. Jones, Hargrove, Denham, 

Jarvis, Springborn. NAYS:  NONE.  MOTION CARRIED 8 – 0.    
 

DETERMINE IF MOVIE THEATERS LOCATED IN THE COMMERCIAL 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF THE DOWNTOWN I URBAN RENEWAL PLAN MAY 

SERVE ALCOHOLIC AND NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 

 

House Bill 2186, which allows movie theaters to serve alcoholic beverages (beer, wine, 

and mixed drinks), was passed by the Oklahoma State Senate on May 26, 2017.  The City 

has received an application from New Vision Theatres located in Central Mall for a 

permit to sell low-point beer.  Central Mall is located within the Commercial Central 

District of the Downtown I Urban Renewal Plan. 

 

The Commercial Central District allows the following uses: 

1. Department stores 

2. No bars, taverns or lounges will be permitted; however, private clubs and 

entertainment will be permitted when the serving of alcoholic beverages is 

auxiliary to a restaurant use 

3. Parking, public and/or private 

4. Professional offices and financial institutions (except pawn shop) 

5. Restaurant (no drive-in) 

6. Specialty retail stores and shops 

7. Stores and shops for retail business, including incidental minor repair and service 

8. Theater and movie 

9. Accessory uses customarily incidental to the above uses 

10. Any other use which is similar in character to those enumerated above as 

determined by the Planning Commission, provided these uses are not more 



CPC Minutes 

November 16, 2017 

 432 

obnoxious or detrimental to the area in which it is located by reason of noise, 

offensive odor smoke, dust, vibration, traffic congestion or danger to life and 

property than those uses enumerated above. 

11. Other public uses necessary for access to interior areas for emergency vehicles 

and service. 

 

The CPC is being asked to determine if the serving of alcoholic beverages at the movie 

theater is similar in character to the serving of alcoholic beverages at a restaurant. 

 

Staff does have some concerns due to the layout of the theater in Central Mall.  Movies 

are located on both sides of the hall of the Mall.  The concession stands are in the hall and 

on the west side of the hall.  The permit is for on-premise consumption, and “premises” 

means only the portion of the Mall under lease to New Vision Theatres.  The City 

Attorney’s Office has advised that the City would need to review the lease to see what 

areas are under the theater’s control. 

 

Staff is reviewing the new law which will become effective October 1, 2018, regarding 

beer, wine, and mixed drinks and will schedule a workshop with the CPC to discuss 

required amendments to Chapter 18. 

 

Rogalski stated most of these alcoholic beverage changes will not go into effect until 

November 1, 2018, however they did make some changes that were effective October 1, 

2017.  Prior to this there was an exclusion for movie theaters to serve low point beer or 

mixed beverages.  They were excluded from serving alcohol of any kind.  That exclusion 

was removed as of October 1
st
 and it requires when you are in the movie theater you must 

wear an arm band if you are drinking alcohol because there is a mixed age audience in 

the movie theaters.   

 

Rogalski stated what makes this request unique is how the theater is situated in the mall.  

He stated there is not just one main entrance and then you go into the theater.  The 

restaurants in the mall that serve alcohol can monitor their customers as they leave 

because there is only one entrance/exit door.  The theater leases both spaces on each side 

of the hallway from the mall and the kiosk, but not the hallway space in between.  This 

allowance to serve alcohol is on premises only and it has to remain on premises.  This 

would mean whichever side they bought the alcohol they would have to stay on that side 

and could not cross the hallway to the other side.  They cannot be allowed to buy alcohol 

in the theater and then go walking into the mall area with it.   

 

Commissioner Davison stated he would probably have to recommend approval based on 

the way this will be policed it will not be the City’s concern, whereas the serving of 

alcohol in this particular area is what the issue is as well.  He stated in talking with the 

management at the mall they stated the theater was holding off on a remodel until after 

the City Planning Commission and the City Council decide on this.  Right now they say 

there would be two bars, with one being on each side of the hallway and partitioned off 

so patrons could not walk out into the hallway once they purchased the alcohol.  He 

stated they said right now they have two separate securities.  The mall has their security 
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people until 10:00 p.m. he thought, and then the theater pulls a gate across the hallway 

and the theater uses their own security people.  He did not know if at that point the 

hallway becomes theater property. 

 

Rogalski stated it does not legally because it is not leased. 

 

Commissioner Davison stated it is already written in the theater’s lease they can serve 

alcohol.   

 

Commissioner D. Jones stated she spent 7 ½ years with the Lawton Urban Renewal 

Authority as their Planner.  She stated it was never their intent in that district to allow 

alcohol to be served on premises without it being ancillary to food.  There were other 

districts in the downtown that provided for clubs that were not related to that.  The reason 

LURA wrote it that way was because millions of dollars were spent to acquire an 

entertainment district in the downtown and there was great concern after that investment 

if the restrictions were not controlled that the people who invested, such as banks, 

attorneys, office buildings, retail facilities, etc., would be confronted again with some 

more of the more unpleasant side effects of the entertainment district.  She would agree 

the movie theater industry has completely changed since the Urban Renewal Plan was 

adopted.  She is concerned this movie theater is not a closed premise.  It opens up into the 

mall into a food court.  She is concerned with the security for it.   

 

Commissioner Davison stated at the airport they have put up a rope as a divider and there 

are kids running everywhere.  He said there does not seem to be any problems out there.  

He stated once again he does not feel like it is the City’s concern.  He feels like it is up to 

the theater to abide legally or lose their license. 

 

Commissioner D. Jones stated she agreed with him.  She stated she wanted to reinforce it 

was not the Lawton Urban Renewal Authority’s intention to allow alcohol to be served 

except ancillary to food service.  She stated food service is the primary tax receipt for the 

restaurant.  She does not want to do anything that would diminish the mall.   

 

Commissioner Springborn stated per the traffic statutes for the State of Oklahoma; low-

point beer is considered a non-intoxicating beverage. 

 

Rogalski stated that is correct and he should have clarified that.  This request is only for 

low-point beer.  He stated it is defined as a non-intoxicating beverage.   

 

Commissioner Denham stated that rule goes away November 1, 2018.  There will be no 

more low-point beer establishments. 

 

Mackey asked Randy Malone to explain the new law and how it will effect retail 

establishments. 

 

Randy Malone came forward and stated he is the lawyer representing New Vision 

Cinemas.  He stated what is going to happen October 1, 2018 is there will be two new 
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licenses issued.  There will be a retail beer license and a retail wine license.  They will be 

for off premise consumption, such as grocery stores and convenience stores.  There will 

no longer be low-point beer.  All beer will be available in grocery stores and convenience 

stores.   

 

Mackey asked to be consumed on premises is there any effect. 

 

Malone stated not really.  If you are a retailer there will not be much effect, but if you are 

a restaurant it will affect you, because the wholesaler will have territories now and they 

will not sell all products.  Mixed beverage license will be the same and will allow them to 

sell the stronger beer. 

 

Mackey asked Malone if it was his understanding that the theater’s application applies to 

any kind of beer.   

 

Malone stated yes.  Right now the theater is applying for a low-point beer license and 

they have applied with ABLE for a mixed beverage license.   

 

Mackey asked if it would be low-point beer until next year and then it becomes any kind 

of beer. 

 

Malone stated yes and then they will not need a low-point beer license after October 1, 

2018. 

 

Commissioner Denham stated so then it will be beer, wine, and mixed beverages and you 

will be paying taxes on all sales. 

 

Malone stated yes.   

 

Commissioner Springborn stated one other problem he can see with this is he goes out 

and buys a couple glasses of beer and goes back into the dark theater and starts giving out 

his beer to juveniles.  He wonders who will police this.   

 

Malone stated the theater will have to police that themselves. 

 

Commissioner Springborn stated he can see a problem with someone’s kid going to the 

theater and coming home drunk and the parents ask where they got the beer.  The kid 

says his buddy bought it at the theater and gave it to him.  He said the parents would be 

mad at the mall and the theater for allowing this to happen.   

 

Malone stated if that happens he would think the theater would not keep their license 

very long. 

 

Commissioner Springborn stated he is still supportive of this and he understands there are 

other items that need to be worked out as to how this will be managed. 
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Malone stated the remodeling idea is correct and they are willing to do whatever they 

need to do. 

 

Rogalski stated the theater’s current request is to only sell low-point beer in terms of their 

license.  This item is to sell intoxicating and non-intoxicating low and high-point 

beverages.  They would be put on the same level as the restaurants in the mall.   

 

Commissioner Denham stated the bottom line of this is alcoholic beverages and mixed 

drinks.  It is the wave of the future and the movie theaters are going this way.  They are 

going to be the ones liable for it.  They will be responsible just like the bartenders and 

owners and managers at the restaurant.  The patrons that purchase the drinks will have to 

wear arm bands. 

 

MOTION by Denham, SECOND by Davison, to determine that movie theaters 

located in the Commercial Central District of the Downtown I Urban Renewal Plan 

may sell alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages on the movie theater’s leased 

premises as a permitted use, provided that the theater appropriately partitions its 

premises to prevent patrons in possession of such beverages from leaving its leased 

premises and entering any un-leased common area of the property.   AYES:  J. 

Jones, Springborn, Jarvis, Hargrove, Henry, Davison, Denham.  NAYS:  D. Jones.  

MOTION CARRIED 7 – 1.                  
 

CONSIDER APPROVING THE 2018 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR LAWTON CITY 

PLANNING COMMISSION. 

 

State law requires filing of the Notice of Meeting schedule for regular meetings of public 

bodies no later than December 15
th

 of each year.  The City Planning Commission By-

Laws state that the regular meetings of the Commission shall be held on the Thursday 

following each regularly scheduled meeting of the Lawton City Council at 1:30 p.m. in 

the Lawton City Hall Auditorium. 

 

The attached schedule shows the meeting dates to be the Thursday following the City 

Council meetings with the exception of only one meeting in December.  Historically, the 

CPC has chosen to only meet once during the month of December. 

 

MOTION by J. Jones, SECOND by Jarvis, to approve the 2018 Meeting Schedule.  

AYES:  J. Jones, Springborn, Jarvis, D. Jones, Hargrove, Henry, Davison, Denham.  

NAYS:  NONE.  MOTION CARRIED 8 – 0.             

 

COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS OR COMMENTS 

 

Commissioner J. Jones reported he thought Lawton Public School system needs to be 

complimented on the great race they ran for the local school system.  He thinks it is one 

of the best things for economic development this town has seen in years and he thinks 

Lawton will see growth and prosperity as a result of it.   
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Chairman Henry stated it will be a tax increase, but she agrees with Commissioner J. 

Jones.  She stated education is one of the #1 things that the city has to have to get new 

industry to come here. She stated she would write a letter and send it on behalf of the 

Planning Commission.   

                         

 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 

 

Rogalski stated that CPC passed the sign code about a month ago and it went before the 

City Council on November 14
th

.   It was tabled it without discussion and continued to 

November 28
th

.  Both Chapters 18 and 20 will go before City Council on November 28
th

.   

                         

 

Rogalski reported the Lawton Enhancement Trust Authority has approved a conceptual 

design contract with Spohn for a skate park at Elmer Thomas Park.  It is a more updated 

concrete design than the one that is at 38
th

 Street.   

                         

 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

None.                        

 

Meeting adjourned at 2:03 p.m. 

 

              ______________________________ 

              Pat Henry, Chairman 

              City Planning Commission 

th 


