
City of Lawton RSVP has been 

funded for Fiscal Year 2015-2016, 

with Federal Corporation for National 

and Community Service (CNCS) 

grant funds through March 31, 2016, 

and with both State OKDHS Aging 

Services (AS) contract funds and City 

of Lawton general funds through June 

30, 2016. 

 

Our Federal CNCS grant funding re-

mained constant.  This year’s initial 

grant award was the same amount as 

it has been initially for the past two 

fiscal years.  

 

Due to significant State of Oklahoma 

budget cuts, however, State OKDHS AS con-

tract funds awarded us reflect about a 28 per-

cent reduction in initial funding this fiscal year 

than what was initially awarded us for either 

of the past two fiscal years. 

 

Also, due to budgetary concerns of its own, 

while City of Lawton City Council voted to 

keep the RSVP program and to fully fund the 

director’s position for the current fiscal year, it 

voted to fund the then-vacant senior clerical 

assistant position for no more than a six-

month period.  The earliest this position va-

cancy could be filled would be January 1, 

2016. 

 

In anticipation that the program would most 

likely experience some degree of funding 

shortfall this fiscal year, the director applied 

for and the program was awarded $2,500 in 

supplemental Federal grant funds and $3,000 

in supplemental State contract funds this past 

fiscal year, for Fiscal Year 2014-2015. 

 

The bulk of those supplemental Federal grant 

and State contract funds was expended toward 

settling Fiscal Year 2014-2015 Volunteer 

Travel claims (after raising the monthly mile-

age cap for miles driven in April and May 

2015 only), as well as toward purchasing Vol-

unteer Recognition items. 

 

Given these current fiscal year budget cuts, 

and realizing that there may be more to come, 

City of Lawton RSVP will have to implement 

several changes in order to stretch our budg-

eted dollars as far as possible while striving to 

ensure the least negative impact on the pro-

gram, our volunteers and the community we 

serve.  (continued on page 2) 
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  Original and livestreamed photos by Karen Flowers 

This image was livestreamed nationwide during Oklahoma’s Third 
Annual Mayors Day of Recognition signature event in Oklahoma 

City on April 7, 2015. 
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(from page 1) We may well shift to a quarterly or 

even semi-annual (plus one special edition) 

newsletter format, and we may have to resort to 

an online publication in order to eliminate the 

corresponding costs of printing, labels and 

postage.  Those dollars could perhaps better 

serve the program by being transferred to other 

accounting line items within our budget. 

 

To supplement the information our newsletters 

provide, we can draft and transmit “email to the 

masses” as conditions warrant.  For the past 

seven to eight months now, we have piloted 

this program and sent 70 different emails to 

nearly 80 City of Lawton RSVP volunteers, 

volunteer stations, station supervisors and pro-

gram supporters.  To respect each person’s pri-

vacy, each of these emails is sent Bcc. 

 

The feedback from this pilot program has been 

nothing but positive. 

 

These email topics pertain primarily to local 

and area training opportunities appropriate for 

City of Lawton RSVP volunteers (we are re-

quired to provide training and/or training op-

portunities for our volunteers); special re-

quests for volunteers from our own volunteer 

stations as well as from elsewhere in the com-

munity; and introductions of our newest vol-

unteer stations and their station supervisors. 

 

If you are not presently getting these emails 

and would like to receive them, please send 

your name and email address to City of 

Lawton RSVP Director Karen Flowers,  

kflowers@cityof.lawton.ok.us 

 

Our volunteers represented City of Lawton 
RSVP at Oklahoma’s Third Annual Mayors 
Day of Recognition signature event in  
Oklahoma City on April 7, 2015. 

Photos by Karen Flowers 

Above, CNCS Oklahoma State Program 
Director Theresa Long welcomes event 

guests.   

 

At right, our Julie and John Anderson 
share their national service highlights 
with CNCS Southwest Area Manager 

Michael Laverty. 



In addition to staff and volunteer partici-

pation in City of Lawton RSVP’s two 

community service projects commemorat-

ing MLK Day of Service 2015, the pro-

gram partnered for the third consecutive 

year with Cameron University and its 

MLK Day of Service projects. 

 

City of Lawton RSVP delivered clothes to 

the Comanche Nation Family Assistance 

Shelter (for abused women and their chil-

dren) and to the tribe’s Residential Youth 

Shelter, and nearly 100 canned food items 

to Lawton Food Bank. 

 

Since MLK Day of Service 

2015, City of Lawton RSVP 

volunteer stations Calvary 

Baptist Church and St. John 

Missionary Baptist Church, 

as well as Rose Hill Church 

of Christ, Beal Heights Pres-

byterian Church, and Central 

Baptist Church continue to 

donate clothes for subsequent 

presentation by City of 

Lawton RSVP to these two 

Comanche Nation shelters. 

C ITY  OF LAWTON  RSVP NEWS  & V IEWS ,  JUL 2014-JUN 2015 ISSUE  1 ,  P AGE  3  

City of Lawton RSVP volunteer and skilled, in-demand 
income tax forms preparer Rose Mary Bazor, center, 
attends the Fort Sill Income Tax Assistance Center 
(ITAC) ribbon-cutting ceremony at the post’s Welcome 

Center on January 20, 2015. 

Photos by Karen Flowers 

Above, Athena Greffin, 7, and her mother 
Hannah Lambert team up to paint a wall —
Athena’s first ever — at Lincoln Elementary 
School. 
 
Left, City of Lawton RSVP volunteer Sandra 
Hancock folds clothes donated by the cloth-
ing ministries of City of Lawton RSVP volun-
teer station Calvary Baptist Church and 
Rose Hill Church of Christ. 

MLK Day of Service 2015 

City of Lawton RSVP 
collaborates for third year 
with Cameron University  

Photo by Karen Flowers 

City of Lawton RSVP 

The Senior Solution 
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Photo by Megan Bryan 

In 2014, Oklahoma was ranked the twelfth hun-
griest state in the nation, according to the 
Food Research and Action Center.  Hundreds 
of thousands of Oklahomans wake each day 
not knowing where their next meal will come 
from.  City of Lawton RSVP volunteers, to in-
clude Linda Bell (third from left), Larry Travis 
(center), and Gloria Eppler (far right) joined 
other Lawton Food Bank volunteers during the 
much-anticipated grand opening gala at the 

food bank’s new home on November 8, 2013. 

Photo by Karen Flowers 

City of Lawton RSVP volunteer Rosemarie Ar-
nett receives her Helping Hands Award certifi-
cate from US Army Fires Center of Excellence 
and Fort Sill Commanding General Maj. Gen. 
John G. Rossi on April 17, 2015, during Fort 
Sill’s Helping Hands Award Banquet at the Pa-

triot Club. 

City of Lawton RSVP volunteers Carol Stayer, right, 
and husband Dennis Stayer, not pictured, worked the 
annual Buffalo Auction at the Wichita Mountains Wild-

life Refuge in February 2014. 

Photo by Karen Flowers 

Photo by Karen Flowers 

City of Lawton RSVP husband and wife volun-
teers Ken and Chris Horner straighten books 
at this year’s Friends of the Lawton Public Li-

brary Spring Book Sale April 16-18, 2015. 

 

Photo by Karen Flowers 

City of Lawton RSVP 
Pleasant Valley Senior 
Center station supervi-
sor Julie Greffin, left, 
and Senior Clerical 
Assistant Megan Bryan 
share a few laughs at 
Bryan’s farewell party 

on April 21, 2015. 
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