
 

 
 

 
 
 

The City of Lawton, founded in 1901, is the largest of 10 cities and towns in 
Comanche County. It serves as county seat and is the fifth largest city in 
Oklahoma. At an elevation of 1,150 feet, Lawton is located approximately 90 
miles southwest of Oklahoma of Oklahoma City along Interstate 44. Fort Sill, an 
active U.S. Army installation, is on the city’s north side and is within city limits as 
the result of annexation in the 1990s. 
 
Comanche County is home to more than 122,000 residents as of 2017, with 
Lawton accounting for three-fourths of the countywide population – smaller cities 
and towns including Cache, Chattanooga. Elgin, Faxon, Fletcher, Geronimo, 
Indiahoma, Medicine Park and Sterling make up the remainder. The broader 
Lawton metropolitan statistical area comprises both Comanche County and 
Cotton County to the south. 
 
To the northwest of Lawton, popular recreational attractions include the Wichita 
Mountains National Wildlife Refuge and Mount Scott, the region’s most 
prominent geological feature rising to 2,464 feet. 
 
The mean temperature for the Lawton area is 61.5 degrees. The percentage of 
sunshine in Lawton ranges from an average of about 60 percent in the winter to 
nearly 80 percent in summer, providing a long growing season of 215 days. The 
July high is around 95 degrees. Summers are generally warm with 95 days of 90 
degrees or higher. The winter months are typically mild with an average low 
temperature in January of 27 degrees. Annual precipitation ranges from about 30 
inches in western Comanche County to 33 inches in the east, slightly less than the 
U.S. average of 39 inches. Annual snowfall averages 3.6 inches while the average 
U.S. city gets 26 inches of snow per year. 
 
Lawton remains a low cost-of-living city relative to both the nation and 
Oklahoma. Overall living costs are about 12 percent below the U.S. city average 
and slightly below both Oklahoma City and Tulsa. Most categories of living costs 
have declined steadily relative to the nation in recent years. Affordable costs for 
housing utilities and groceries are the largest contributors to the low overall cost 
of living in Lawton. 
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