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April showers bring May flowers…and floods. 
Flooding can happen virtually anywhere during 
heavy rainfall. While most people know what to 
do in a flood, like to stay indoors, and to never 
drive into standing water, many don't know how 
to prepare their homes for a flood, and even 
more don't know what to do after their home 
floods. The good news is, anyone can protect 
themselves, and they should. 

Flood Awareness and Flood Insurance

Anyone can get flood insurance through the National 
Flood Insurance Program, or the NFIP. This includes 
homeowners who can get coverage on their home and 
their belongings, and also renters who can get coverage 
on just their belongings. The NFIP is accessible to 
homeowners wishing to receive coverage both directly 
through the NFIP and also through private insurance 
companies. There are also hands on ways that 
homeowners can protect their homes from flooding. 
Some of these include keeping storm drain clear of any 
debris or leaves, closing foundation cracks on their 
homes, and keeping sandbags on hand to block 
doorways in the event of a flood. 

Unfortunately, even with flood insurance and being 
prepared for a flood, flooding can still happen. If your 
home does flood, it may be contaminated with mold or 
sewage, so wear goggles gloves and rubber boots 
during clean up. Also, turn off all utilities to prevent a fire. 
Photograph and measure internal and external high 
water marks, and call the Stormwater Management 
Office to report flood depths. 
While no one can completely prevent flooding, it's 
important to know what to do after a flood, and how to 
protect yourself against the possibility of a flood. For 
more information, or to report internal and external high 
water marks, call Stormwater Management (580) 581-
3478. 
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When your car needs to be washed, it is always best to go to a 
commercial car wash that recycles its soapy water and 
disposes of the water correctly. However, if you hand wash 
your car, it's important to keep in mind the pollution you may 
cause. When soapy water gets onto hard surfaces such as 
pavement, it runs into the street and into storm drains. Those 
storm drains carry the soapy water directly to local creeks and 
streams- polluting them and harming the wildlife within them. 
However, there are many ways to lessen the pollution. Firstly, 
wash your car on grass or gravel. This will allow any runoff 
water to be filtered through the ground, and less polluted water 
will enter the ecosystem. Secondly, Use as little water and soap 
as possible as this will ultimately reduce the amount of pollution 
entering the environment. Also, use a hose and nozzle to turn 
off water when not in use. Another way to reduce pollution is to 
buy biodegradable products, which are far less harmful to 
wildlife than "normal" products. 

Regardless of how you choose to help lessen 
stormwater pollution, it is important that we all do what 
we can to help the cause. With 40% of the country's 
waterways considered unsafe for wildlife, swimming, 
and other recreation, it is imperative that action is taken 
to slow and stop this epidemic. 

Storm Water Pollution from Lawn Care Products

Storm Water Pollution from Car Washing

Winter is over and the mowing season is about to begin! 
Remember that grass clippings blown into the street can clog 
storm drains and cause flooding. If the grass clippings and 
leaves enter our waterways, they can cause toxic algae 
blooms. 


