
We are excited to announce the return of programming and live events
for 2022, and we are thrilled to announce all new programming and
events! 

The first performance at McMahon Memorial Auditorium for 2022
will be Lawton Philharmonic’s Prokofiev and Brahms. Lawton’s One-
to-Six Art Purchase Competition and Cultural Awards will return for
2022---additional information will be released in conjunction with this
year’s AFA Luncheon. Student Performances are back with Lawton
Community Theatre’s production of Toy Camp this month, and we are
already deep into the initial planning stages for Lawton-Fort Sill
Freedom Festival 2022, the City of Lawton Birthday Celebration, and
International Festival. 

New for this year, we are providing support for two military initiative
grants awarded by the Oklahoma Arts Council. The first is a
collaboration with Lawton Community Theatre to bring in Doug
Berky and Jeff Key to conduct Theatre Workshops for veterans and
family members. The second is a collaboration with McMahon
Auditorium Authority and Cameron University Student Veterans of
America called Veterans: Stories and Visions, a project designed to
assist veterans in writing and creating visual art that represents their
experiences. 

Within the last two-months we have submitted three additional grant
proposals, two Creative Forces Grants to Mid-America Arts Alliance
for additional arts related programing for veterans and family
members, and the third grant proposal was a National Endowment for
the Humanities Big Read Grant which if awarded will be used to host
literature related events and provide free books to citizens of
Southwest Oklahoma.

It’s a wonderful time for the growth of the arts and the humanities in
Lawton. We encourage everyone to stay safe and attend events: go to a
workshop hosted by the Lawton Fort Sill Arts Council, or The Wichita
Wildlight Photographic Society (WWPS), check out a City of Lawton
Community Center event. Make Art. Volunteer. Get Involved!      

- Jason Poudrier, Arts Administrator 
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Check out the City of Lawton's new Instagram account to keep up with events and other happenings around the city's arts scene. 
 

We're @lawtonartsandhumanities on Instagram, be sure to give us a follow. 
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Performers at McMahon Memorial
Auditorium haven’t been allowed to use
fire as part of their shows since an amateur
magician, now notoriously known as Joe
Exotic (aka Tiger King) lit himself on fire
on the auditorium stage years ago—or so
I’ve been told by those who were there. Up
until this year, the seating section of the
auditorium was not covered by a sprinkler
system. We are thankful for the McMahon
Foundation who provided  the funding to
aid us in installing fire protection for the
auditorium and its patrons. This January a
new retro-fitted fire suppression system
was installed by Oklahoma Fire Protection.  

New Fire

Suppression

System

Installed

"We are thankful for the
McMahon Foundation who

provided the funding to aid us in
installing fire protection for the

auditorium and its patrons"

For more info check out swokarts.com for the latest news
from the McMahon Memorial Auditorium



McMahon Auditorium Authority presents
Lawton Community Theatre’s production of “Toy Camp”
Thursday, February 24,  6:30 pm 

Veterans Expressions: Theatre Workshops
For Veterans and Military Families 
featuring Doug Berky and Jeff Key
Wednesday, March 14th -Saturday, March 19th

Melody House presents 
“Stephen Fite Children’s Concerts” 
Tuesday, April 5th, 10 am & 12:15 pm

Southwest Pride presents
"Barbershop Goes to Washington"
Friday April 8th & Saturday April 9th, 7:30 pm

Make Sure to Save The Date for These Upcoming Shows at the

McMahon Memorial Auditorium
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Funny AF Comedy Tour Starring Michael Colyar
Terry Hodges, Kenny Howell, Jazz Tate 
Saturday, March 12th, 8 p.m.

The Bellamy Brothers - Live! 
Friday, March 25th, 7 p.m. 

Scan Me!

Follow this QR code to
purchase tickets for

The Bellamy Brothers 

Lights, Timpani, Action!
Did you know the plural of timpani is timpani?
Did you know that those large drums that Jim
Lambert of Lawton Philharmonic makes
beautiful music with are called timpani, and
they were originally purchased by the
McMahon Foundation back in the 1970s for
about the price of a new Cadillac? The original
heads, the surface of the drums, were calfskin;
however, the calfskin didn’t hold up well, so
they were eventually replaced with high-
quality, clear plastic heads. This year, the
timpani are getting new heads once again as
they are well overdue after providing us with
well over ten years of beats.

 
Additionally, this year, for the first time since
the opening of McMahon Memorial
Auditorium, we won’t have to plug in over 60
individual music stand lights and run
countless extension cords spiderwebbing
across the stage to power incandescent bulbs
in support of each LPO Performance. The
McMahon Auditorium Authority, The City of
Lawton, and Lawton Philharmonic, split the
cost of purchasing 66 new Aria Forte
rechargeable LED lights with Lithium-Ion
Batteries. These professional quality lights
will provide us with years of cord free
service. 


