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There’s no problem with car washing, it’s just how and where it is done

During a car wash, dirty water containing soap and detergents, residues from exhaust fumes, gasoline and motor oils washes off the cars. If not 

directed properly, this water flows off the pavement and into nearby catch basins and storm drains. Unlike the water we use in our homes, which is 

treated at wastewater treatment plants, the water that goes into storm drains flows directly into wetlands, streams, rivers, lakes, and oceans 

without any kind of treatment. While a single car wash fundraiser event will create little adverse environmental impact on the environment, 

collectively car wash fundraiser events have the potential to contribute significant amounts of water pollution if directed to the storm drains and 

waterways. To comply with federal, state, and local regulations car wash wastewater should not be directed into the storm drain system or 

waterways.

The following list of good housekeeping practices and ideas will help you have an environmentally successful car wash fundraising event. 

 •  Good Housekeeping Practice #1 -  Vehicles could be washed inside an enclosed and roofed location where the floor drain is connected to the 

sanitary sewer. Some commercial car wash operators may be willing to sponsor and/or make their facilities available for use. 

 •  Good Housekeeping Practice #2 -  Wash cars in an area where water can be directed to grassy areas and can slowly filter into the ground and 

not run off to the storm drain. Wherever possible, select a site where the cars can be driven onto grass or gravel for washing. Alternatively, select a 

site where the car wash wastewater will be either directed or can be pumped to a grass, gravel, or landscaped area. 

•  Good Housekeeping Practice #3 -  Use only soaps, cleaners, or detergents labeled “non-toxic”, “phosphate free”, or “biodegradable”. Avoid the 

use of acid-based wheel cleaners. 

•  Good Housekeeping Practice #4 -  Coordinate with a local commercial car wash and sell tickets to the facility. Tickets could be good for a single 

event or used at anytime. 

•  Good Housekeeping Practice #5 Think about a “waterless car wash”. A few environmentally friendly products have been created that do not 

require the use of water.

Other Recommendations for Pollution Prevention and Water Conservation • Before beginning your car wash, remove all trash and debris from the 

car washing area. • Always shut off or kink hoses when not in use. • Use a bucket of soapy water to re-soap rags or sponges throughout the wash 

rather than adding more soap directly to the rag or sponge. • Wring rags and sponges into buckets, not onto the ground. • Do not empty buckets of 

soapy water into the parking lot, street, gutter, or storm drains. Always empty buckets into the sanitary system (e.g., sinks or toilets).

No Grass Allowed!

Don’t blow them into street, leave them on other paved areas or near any water 
bodies, or dump in neighborhood common areas — Grass clippings are 
stormwater pollutants. The nitrogen and phosphorus they contain will reach 
storm sewer system and then a river or a lake, causing algal bloom. All the 
practices above are illegal.



This newsletter has been sent as a courtesy. If you wish to be added to or deleted from this distribution list, 
please contact Cynthia.Williams@lawtonok.gov

Visit the Stormwater Website
Information about stormwater regulations, program updates and upcoming projects can be found online at

City of Lawton  Environmental Service's facebook page to receive conservation and pollution prevention tips.

STORMWATER CONTACT INFORMATION
th212 SW 9  Street • Lawton, OK 73501 • (580)581-3478 Office • (580)581-3565 Hotline

Environmental Specialist – Cynthia Williams,
Stormwater Inspector – Troy Brandon,

Engineering Associate – Mike Hawkins,
Vector Technician – John Breit, 

 Cynthia.Williams@lawtonok.gov
 Troy.Brandon@lawtonok.gov

 Michael.Hawkins@lawtonok.gov
John.Breit@lawtonok.gov

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand
Get involved by participating in a stream clean-up or storm drain marking event. 

https://www.lawtonok.gov/departments/stormwater-management

No Standing Water – No Mosquitoes

Water that stands for more than four days can breed mosquitoes. Eliminate standing water and help eliminate mosquitoes that spread West Nile Virus.

Containers, Barrels, and Garbage Cans- Discard them, store them inside, or turn them upside down. Drill holes in the bottom of recycling containers that are 
left outdoors. 

Old Tires- Dispose of them or store in a basement or shed where they won't collect rainwater. 

Bird Baths, Wading Pools, Ornamental and Fish Ponds- Change and clean the water every few days. Turn upside down when not in use. Stock ponds with 
mosquito-eating fish. 

Swimming Pools, Spas & Hot Tubs- Keep chlorinated. If not in use, tightly cover and keep rainwater from accumulating on the cover. 

Puddles and Swampy Areas- Grade to drain off the water, or fill with dirt. 

Flower Pots and Vases- Drain standing water from pot saucers. Change water in outdoor vases every couple of days. 

Leaky Faucets and Hoses- Repair leaking faucets and drain the area underneath. 

Pet or Livestock Watering Pans- Empty frequently, clean, and refill. 

Tarps or Plastic Sheets- Make sure coverings on boats, swimming pools, compost piles, etc. are pulled tight and sloped so that rainwater runs off. 

Tree Holes, Stumps, and Brush piles- Remove stumps and brush piles. Fill stumps and tree holes with sand or other filler. 

Wheelbarrows- Store upside down or under cover in a basement or shed. 

Canoes and Boats- Cover with a tight-fitting tarp, or turn upside down. Open drain plug and tilt boat so water flows out. 

Roof Gutters- Clean out leaves and debris that trap and hold water. Repair sagging gutters. 

Construction Sites and Landscaping- Check around construction sites or do-it-yourself improvements to ensure proper drainage. Use landscaping to 
eliminate standing water that collects on your property.

Lawns- Irrigate lawns and gardens carefully to prevent water from standing for several days. Store lawn equipment indoors. Cut back dense vegetation 
surrounding your yard.

CHECK FOR STANDING WATER WEEKLY AND ELIMINATE!
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