
Raking leaves onto a stormwater inlet creates more pollution of local streams 
and waterways.  Not only do leaves contribute to stream pollution, they can 
cause localized flooding if they clog storm drains and pipes. Help protect 
nearby waterways from excess nutrients and never rake leaves into a storm 
drain.

Leaves can be a great source of nutrients for your property, so consider 
mulching them into fertilizer for your yard or garden. However, a decaying mat 
of leaves on your lawn can expose it to mold and disease. If your lawn is 
covered with more than 50 percent
of decaying leaves, consider bagging or composting leaves, rather than 
mulching.
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FALL STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION TIPS

Fall Stormwater Tips

Clean Streets for Clean Water!

1.  Sweep up grass clippings and fertilizer from driveways, sidewalks and streets, and rake, mulch or compost yard waste.  
Don't forget to sweep along the curb.  Remove leaves from your gutters, ditches and driveways, sidewalks and streets.

2.  Fall is the best season to fertilize your lawn and control common weeds.  Weed and feed responsibly.  Use fertilizers and 
pesticides only as needed and always read and follow product instructions carefully.  Be phosphorus conscious!

3.  Consider using alternative lawn-care techniques in addition to, or even instead of, pesticides. Try these:  pulling weeds by 
hand (counts as a workout), or spot-treating weedy areas instead of your entire yard.

4.  Resist the urge to let Fido fend for himself when the weather turns colder, and keep on scooping poop.  Pet waste 
contains phosphorus, nitrogen and harmful bacteria.

5.  During routine fall tune-ups, check your car and lawn equipment for leaks.  A good rainstorm can send gasoline and oil 
drips from automobiles, lawnmowers and power equipment into waterways.

In urban areas, stormwater carries phosphorus and other pollutants directly into 
Oklahoma's water resources through the storm drainage system.  Unlike our houshold 
wastewater, stormwater doesn't go through a treatment plant first, but is dumped directly 
into lakes, rivers and wetlands. Common pollutants that can wash off our yards and streets 
include:

Eroding soil:  From exposed soil on construction sites, sparse lawns, and unprotected 
garden beds set close to hard surfaces like streets, sidewalks and driveways

· Don't burn leaves in ditches or sweep them down storm drains. Burning in ditches causes erosion and allows 
pollution to wash downstream to our waterways. Even though leaves are natural, if too many of them flow into our 
waterways, they break down and release extra nutrients that create algae blooms and fish kills. Run over your 
leaves with your mower to create mulch - a natural fertilizer, just like grass clippings. If you have too many leaves, 
mulch them and till them into your garden. If you still have leaves left, rake them into clear plastic bags and put them 
at your curb for pickup. Rake the leaves and put them in clear plastic bags at curbside for pickup, or mulch and 
compost them for use in your garden.

Bacteria:  From pet and wildlife waste, failing septic systems

Toxins:  Oil, paint, cleaners, etc. spilled on streets, sidewalks, and driveways or dumped down storm drains



Leaves are a beneficial source of nutrients for your yard. Trees absorb minerals like calcium and magnesium from the soil to help them 
grow new leaves and branches. These minerals are then returned to the soil naturally when fallen leaves, an excellent source of organic 
matter, decompose.
These leaves will settle on the soil and create an organic layer of “leaf mulch” that looks good while doing good for your yard. It helps plant 
roots to grow and lightens heavy soils while retaining moisture, which helps encourage stormwater infiltration and reduces harmful 
runoff. Leaf mulch also prevents the growth of weeds, and acts like a blanket keeping tender plant roots warm in the chilly winter months. 
That way, hardier plants like that kale you planted in the fall will be able to be harvested during the winter.
Who needs expensive fertilizer when leaves contain all the nutrients your yard requires? By using fallen leaves, you won't need to spend 
as much time raking, and you'll decrease the amount of fertilizer you use on your yard, saving you money on chemical applications.

To make your leaf mulch, first shred the leaves. This increases surface area for microbes and earthworms that break down organic matter, 
and lets water and air pass through. The easiest way to do this is to multi-task while mowing your lawn. Run the lawn mower over the 
leaves slowly, giving it plenty of time to tear them up.
If you're patient, making “leaf mold” is another way to recycle the fallen leaves on your yard. Just get the leaves slightly damp, poke a few 
air holes in a black trash bag, and throw them in the bag. In a year or two, the bags will be full of an earthy brown material, which is great 
for using on your yard and can retain as much as three times its weight in water- making it a great way to absorb rainwater and Consider 
using alternative lawn-care techniques in addition to, or even instead of, pesticides. Try these: pulling weeds by hand (counts as a 
workout), or spot-treating weedy areas instead of your entire yard.  prevent it from running off your yard.

This newsletter has been sent as a courtesy. If you wish to be added to or deleted from this distribution list, 
please contact Cynthia.Williams@lawtonok.gov

Visit the Stormwater Website
Information about stormwater regulations, program updates and upcoming projects can be found online at

City of Lawton  Environmental Service's facebook page to receive conservation and pollution prevention tips.

STORMWATER CONTACT INFORMATION
th212 SW 9  Street • Lawton, OK 73501 • (580)581-3478 Office • (580)581-3565 Hotline

Environmental Specialist – Cynthia Williams,
Stormwater Inspector – Troy Brandon,

Engineering Associate – Mike Hawkins,
Vector Technician – John Breit, 

 Cynthia.Williams@lawtonok.gov
 Troy.Brandon@lawtonok.gov

 Michael.Hawkins@lawtonok.gov
John.Breit@lawtonok.gov

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand
Get involved by participating in a stream clean-up or storm drain marking event. 

https://www.lawtonok.gov/departments/stormwater-management

    Call Stormwater management (580)581-3478 for further details or to schedule and event.                                                                     

Take a look at the opportunities for groups and organizations to participate in Storm 
Drain marking Events.

This activity consists of volunteers affixing plastic markers with a “No Dumping-Keep Our water 
Clean” message to storm drain inlets or curbs. This marking effort will focus on older areas of the 
city and those areas known to be more problematic. Students and involved community citizens 
can mark inlets through classroom education projects and community involvement projects.

Storm drain markers remind citizens not to allow pollutants into 
the storm drains.

All groups such as civic clubs, schools, scouting organizations, etc. are welcome to participate 
in either or both events.

All groups such as civic clubs, schools, scouting organizations, etc. are welcome to participate 
in either or both events.
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